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Introduction!!
This Premium TimeMaps unit on Greece and Persia is a sequence of maps showing the deeply 
interconnected histories of these two major societies of the Classical Period, between 600 BCE 
and 100 CE. It examines both societies, and the changes they experienced over time, as well as 
the conflict between the two. !!
For teachers of AP World History, the unit - including the maps and these accompanying teacher 
notes - provides comprehensive coverage of all the thinking skills, theme and key concepts 
relevant to this Period 2 topic.!!
It might be a good idea first to refresh student’s knowledge of how these civilizations developed in 
the centuries before 600 BCE by looking at the last few maps of the Premium TimeMaps Ancient 
Civilizations.!!
What makes this topic particularly useful for students is the contrasting nature of the political, social 
and cultural systems characterizing these two societies, and the interplay between them.!!
The unit’s aim is to quickly and clearly show the main episodes in that history, as well as the key 
developments in these civilizations.!!
How to use this unit!!
The unit can be used in two ways:!!
1. Whole-class presentation!!
and/or!!
2. Student-based enquiry work!!
Teachers may wish to use only one of these approaches. Alternatively they could use both, 
perhaps using (1) as a quick introduction, and then (2) for students to carry out a more in-depth 
enquiry using the student-based questions; or (if you feel your students can manage this) starting 
them off with (2), to allow them to find out for themselves what happened at this period, before 
using (1) as a reinforcement exercise.!!
How this unit fits in with other Premium TimeMaps units!!
We currently have three other units relevant to the period 600 BCE to 600 CE. These are:!!
Ancient India!
Ancient China!
The Roman Empire!!
These all have as their start point 600 or 500 BCE, and assume some knowledge of relevant 
developments in Period 1. For these, see in particular our!!
Ancient Civilizations!!
But the historical background for the Middle East leading up to the rise of the Persian empire is 
given in more depth in:!!
Ancient Middle East 2: Age of Empire!!
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Section 1: Whole-class presentation notes!!
Using a projector/whiteboard system, you can show the map sequence to your class, talking 
through each map.!!
To help you do this, we have prepared accompanying Presentation Notes, which you can use as a 
script or an aide-memoire. !!
This activity could be used as a stand-alone exercise; or as an introduction to this period of world 
history; or as a wrap up/reinforcement exercise.!!
For each map, these notes mostly follow the same formula:!!
1. Date and introduction!
The date to which the map refers, followed by a small introductory paragraph which seeks to 
encapsulate in a sentence or two what’s going on in the map. These are in bold.!!
2. Bullet points!
One or more bullet points, covering different points of interest in the map, or in the period it covers.!!
3. Additional notes!
These give more in-depth support to the bullet points. !!
Much of the information they contain may be superfluous to your needs, especially if you are 
covering a topic quickly. However, we have included it so that it is there for you if you want it. We 
suggest that, prior to using the Presentation with your class, you go through these additional notes 
and highlight any you wish to use.!!
Some key words or phrases are in bold; these are often referencing points covered in the AP 
World History document, but they are also there to help you see at a glance the key points in a 
paragraph.!!
4. Questions!
The notes for several of the maps end with one or more suggested questions. These are in italics. 
They are designed to be tackled as part of the Presentation, and as a class activity. They will help 
to break the Presentation up, stop the students from drifting off to sleep, give them the opportunity 
to engage with the subject and give your voice a rest.!!
They are aimed either at reinforcing points made in the Presentation, or at provoking discussion; 
they do not necessarily have a “correct” answer.!!
Some (though not all) of the questions will work just as well if used as a reinforcement exercise at 
the end of the Presentation.!!
The Presentation commentary notes are followed by a short quiz, as a quick way of refre!!!!!!!!!!
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Presentation Notes!!
If using these in class it might be helpful to print these notes out.!!!
585 BCE!!
The Middle East has been the scene of urban, literate civilizations for more than two 
thousand years, but in the lands of the Mediterranean they are much more recent.!!
• In the Middle East, the Assyrian Empire, which had dominated the region for centuries, has 

been replaced by three large states. These are the Babylonian Empire, the empire of the 
Medes, and late dynastic Egypt (1). !!

• In the Mediterranean lands, several peoples are developing urban civilizations. The most 
significant of these are the Greeks (2).!!

• The Greeks live in hundreds of small city-states, constantly fighting amongst themselves. By 
this time most are republics (3).!!

• A distinctively Greek style of warfare has emerged, based on the citizen-soldier (4).!!
• Tensions are mounting within many Greek city-states, leading to important political developments 

(5).!!
Background notes:!!
1. The Middle East!
In 585 BC the Assyrian Empire, which had dominated the region for centuries, had been replaced 
by three large states.!!
The Babylonian empire now rules Mesopotamia, Syria and neighbouring lands. Under it, the 
ancient Babylonian civilization, itself heir to the even earlier Sumerian civilization, has reached its 
peak. Its current king is Nebuchadnezzar, one of the most famous characters in the Jewish and 
Christian Bible.!!
The Medes are an Iranian people, a branch of the Indo-European speaking peoples who came 
down from central Asia and settled in Iran and neighbouring regions. The Medes have recently 
conquered a large empire. By this time, the religion of Zoroastrianism has probably appeared in 
Iran. Zoroastrianism has sometimes been described as a monotheistic religion, as it gave primacy 
to its chief god, Ahura Mazda.!!
Egypt is under a native dynasty of pharaohs. They were intent on reviving the glories of their 
ancient civilization.!!
Another Middle Eastern state to note is Lydia, a wealthy kingdom in Asia Minor. The Lydian kings 
were the first to issue metal coinage, a practice which the Greeks would soon follow.!!
For the “back-stories” on all these, see the units Ancient Civilizations, or The Middle East I: the 
Bronze Age, or The Middle East II: Age of Empires. The last in particular also gives more details on 
two other important peoples in the Middle East at this period, the Phoenicians and the Israelites.!!
2. The Greeks!
The homeland of the Greeks (in Greece, the Aegean islands and the west coast of Asia Minor), is a 
landscape of coast, islands, mountains, and barren soil. This ensured that the Greeks were 
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fragmented into numerous small-scale societies, each based on a valley or piece of coast. It has 
also turned the Greeks towards the sea. Probably in search of more and better land to farm, they 
have founded colonies at numerous points right around the Mediterranean and Black Seas. As the 
great Greek philosopher Plato would later say, they sit “like frogs around a pond”. Their colonies 
are now to be found along the coasts of southern Italy and Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica, southern 
France, Spain, the Crimea (in the Black Sea) and Cyprus; and one is even located in Egypt.!!
The Greeks have now replaced the Phoenicians as the dominant traders and seafarers in the 
eastern Mediterranean and Black Seas. The far flung Greek city-states trade much more 
intensively amongst themselves than previous peoples have done, making the sea lanes of the 
Mediterranean by far the most active in the world at this time.!!
A huge debt to the Middle East!
Greek culture has been heavily influenced by contact with the ancient civilizations of the Middle 
East. This influence was originally brought to them by merchants and sailors from the great trading 
cities of the Phoenicians, on the Syrian coast. They had themselves been in contact with the 
earlier civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt for centuries. !!
The Phoenicians introduced literacy to the Greeks, based on their alphabet. The Greeks have 
adapted this and added vowels, to make it a more expressive medium of communication. !!
Early Greek sculpture has been heavily influenced of Egyptian models, and it is likely that the 
Greeks started building temples in stone after having first seen the great masonry temples of the 
Nile Valley. By this time, however, the Greeks are developing their own styles of art and 
architecture. !!
Modern scholars increasingly recognize that Greek mathematical and scientific achievements 
often rested on Egyptian and Mesopotamian foundations. And the use of metal coinage spread 
from Lydia, in Asia Minor.!!
3. Greek city-states!
The Greek city-states consist of a walled town surrounded by an area of land, stretching a few 
miles in each direction from the walls (except on the seaward side - many of these city-states are 
located on the coast).!!
By this date, most, being republics, are ruled by councils and magistrates, not kings. At this date 
these republics are oligarchies; that is, the power to make decisions and hold public office-holding 
is mostly restricted to members of a small group of aristocratic families. Ordinary citizens, 
however, do have a voice in important matters, such as whether or not to go to war, when they 
vote en bloc in a citizens’ assembly (see below, 4: Greek warfare). !!
To some extent, therefore, issues of government are matters for public debate. In fact, our English 
word, “politics”, comes from the Greek word for city-state, polis.!!
These social and political developments shape the physical look of the typical Greek city. !!
• Unlike Middle Eastern cities, there was no imposing palace at the centre; rather, a central 

defendable area (the acropolis) was topped by a temple to the patron deity of the state. !!
• Beneath the acropolis would be an open space, the Agora, which doubled as the location for a 

market and for public meetings. !!
• The central urban area, often very small, would be surrounded by a defensive wall. !!
• Outside the wall would be a gymnasium - an open space for athletes to train and compete in 

(physical fitness is very important to the Greeks, as all citizens are potential soldiers - see below, 
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4).  This space is frequently surrounded by colonnaded porticoes, stoa, for musical competitions, 
school classes and social gatherings (usually male only). !!

• In many places, open-air, semi-circular theatres are carved into neighbouring hillsides, for public 
recitals of poetry and, later, the performance of plays. Already, one of the greatest of all Greek 
poets has lived, Homer; he has set the bar high for succeeding generations.!!

• Surrounding the city is the land it controls. This is farmed by the citizens of the city-state, some of 
whom actually live within the walls of the city but most live in villages nearby.!!

Greek society:!
Greek society is composed of various classes. The following is a brief description of the social 
structure in most Greek city-states:!!
At the top, is a group of aristocratic families, whose men provide the office-holders and decision-
makers in the city-states. They own much of the land; their estates as farmed by slaves and 
tenant-farmers.!!
A small class of merchants handles the commerce of the city. This class is growing in wealth and 
political clout at this time. Beneath them comes a class of craftsmen - potters, metal smiths, 
wheelwrights and so on. Ancient Greek industry remains based on the small household unit.!!
The mass of the people are farmers. Some farm their own plots of land, some are tenants on the 
estates of landowners.!!
At the bottom of Greek society are the slaves. Many of these have been captured in war; or had 
been captured by slave raiders and traders in some far off place. Others have sold themselves and 
their families into slavery as a way of paying off their debts. Many work on the estates of the 
wealthy as gang labourers; or in the mines (such as the silver mines of Laurium, near Athens) in 
appalling conditions. Most, though, probably work as household servants in the households of 
wealthy citizens. Educated slaves serve as secretaries and tutors.!!
Many city-states also have a group who are not regarded as belonging to the city-states society. 
These are aliens, mostly people from other Greek cities; most are merchants or craftsmen. They 
are not citizens, and in most cities, they or their families never will be. !!
Citizenship - denoting people who truly belong to the city-state - is a purely hereditary status.!!
Greek society gives very low status to women. Almost all public office or activity (voting, fighting, 
political office-holding) is the preserve of men. A Greek woman’s place is definitely in the home - 
though in a wealthy home this involves considerable management of household affairs and staff.!!
4. Greek warfare!
The spread of the use of the inexpensive but very tough metal, iron, means that ordinary farmers 
now fight in battle as heavily-armed foot soldiers (Greece and the Aegean coasts and islands 
have few large plains in which cavalry can be used to advantage, so infantry warfare is very 
effective here). These are the famous Greek hoplites. !!
The fact that common citizens now have military capability mean that their rulers have to listen to 
them. Although management of the state was generally left to their “betters”, in most city states the 
common citizens has the right to vote as a body on major issues, such as whether or not to go to 
war.!!
5. Social and political developments !
The expansion of commerce, and the spread of money (metal coinage) that has accompanied it, is 
increasing inequality within the Greek society. In particular, it has led to rising levels of debt 
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amongst the poor. This in turn is raising social and political tensions within many city-states. 
Clashes between classes, poor against rich, are becoming a regular occurrence. In many states, 
tyrants, backed by popular uprisings, have seized power from the aristocratic families.!!
In two states, in particular, developments have occurred which will be significant for the future.!!
Athens is the largest and wealthiest city-state of Greece. Social tensions here have led the 
Athenians to ask a statesman, Solon, to develop a code of laws by which the state should be 
governed. These give ordinary Athenians more protection against injustice from the rich (for 
example, they could no longer be enslaved for debt), and set out how law courts should work.The 
Athenians are moving Athens along the road to democracy.!!
Solon is also credited with an economic measure which did much to boost Athens’ wealth. Athens 
is located on a particularly barren part of Greece (called Attica), and Solon apparently decreed that 
Athenian farmers should specialise in olives. These, being exported, would pay for more imports 
of corn than the Athenians could grow themselves. This is said to have boosted Athens’ maritime 
trade, as well as its pottery industry (for amphora, or storage pots for shipping olives and olive oil 
in).!!
Sparta, on the other hand, has experienced a military revolution. All male citizens must live 
together and spend their time training for war. Their needs are provided for by a class of semi-
enslaved farmers, or serfs. Unsurprisingly, the Spartans are gaining a reputation as the best 
fighters in Greece, and their state is making itself a locally-dominant power in the Peloponnese, the 
peninsula which forms southern Greece.!!!
Suggested activity:!!
Brainstorm the distinctive features of Greek civilization (as a whole, not just Athens and/or Sparta).!!
These should include the city-state, citizenship, hoplites, republics. !
Causes should include mountainous homeland, consequently numerous small city states; not very 
good soil, so seafaring tendencies; colonies; maritime trade.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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525 BCE: The huge Persian empire has now appeared in the Middle East.!!
• The Persians have conquered by far the largest empire that the ancient world has seen up to this 

point (1).!!
• In Greece, the foundations are being laid for Athenian and Spartan leadership (2). !!
• Many original Greek thinkers are flourishing at this time (3).!!
Additional notes:!!
1. The Persian Empire!
Like the Medes, the Persians were an Iranian people. They had been subjects of the Medes until 
their king, Cyrus the Great, had rebelled against his masters and taken over their empire. He then 
expanded its borders until by conquering the kingdom of Lydia, the Babylonian empire, and far into 
central Asia. His son, Cambyses, then conquered Egypt. !!
The empire is now under Darius the Great, who will continue the conquests. Most of these are in 
central Asia, but he has also tightened Persian control over the Greek city-states of Asia Minor. he 
has done this by appointing tyrants of his own choosing to be in charge of each of them.!!
The Persian empire is sometimes labelled the Achaemenid empire, after the Greek rendering of 
its ruling family, the Achaemenids.!!
For more information on the creation of the Persian empire, see the unit Middle East II: Age of 
Empires.!!
2. The Greeks!
Athens, like many other Greek cities, has fallen under the rule of tyrants. The first, Peisistratos, 
did much to help the poor, and he embellished the city with new buildings (a way of finding work for 
the landless poor). His sons, however, are widely seen as ruling only for themselves. They will not 
last long in power.!!
In the Peloponnese, in southern Greece, Sparta has started to build a network of alliances around 
her, which form the Peloponnesian League. She is the league’s undoubted leader.!!
3. The Greeks: cultural achievements!
The economic, social and political changes experienced by the Greek city-states have created an 
environment where many original thinkers flourish: Pythagorus the mathematician and mystic, 
Xenophanes who taught that there was only one god, not many; Heraclitus, who said that all things 
are always changing; Anaxagorus, who pioneered the idea that the universe is made up of atoms; 
and others.!!!
Suggested Question !
1. In note 3, above, what are these economic, social and political changes?!
Why should these changes have stimulated cultural creativity?!!
The answers to the first part are set out in note 5 for the previous map. In sum, they are: growing 
wealth leading to increasing inequality leading to rising social and political tensions leading (in 
many states) to the rise of tyrants. This is a pattern which recurs in history (e.g. Rome in the later 
Republic).!!
For the second part, there is no correct answers. But students will find that, in India and China at 
roughly the same time, economic and social change goes hand in hand with cultural change. 
Perhaps this is a question that you can return to after studying all these civilizations.!
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481 BCE: A series of wars between Persia and the Greeks have begun. !!
• The wars between the mighty Persian empire, on the one hand, and the many small Greek 

states, on the other, are brought about by the Persians’ determination to stamp out a source of 
trouble on their frontier (1). !!

• In Athens, the first democracy in world history has appeared (2). !!
• Internally, the Persian kings, above all Darius the Great, develop techniques of imperial 

government well-suited to their enormous empire (3).!!
Additional notes:!!
1. The start of the Persian Wars!
In 499 BCE the Greek cities in the west of Asia Minor revolted against Persian rule, and some 
cities on the Greek mainland, notably Athens, sent support. The Persians took several years to put 
the revolt down, and Darius was aware that he needed to deal with the mainland Greeks if they 
were not to cause trouble on this frontier. !!
In 492, therefore, Darius sent a Persian force into Greece. This secured the subjugation of 
Macedonia (which had recently become a properly organized kingdom: it is regarded as 
semi-“barbarian” by the Greeks to the south, but the Macedonians speak Greek, albeit with a 
heavy accent, and have acquired a large measure of Greek culture) and northern Greece. !!
Two years later a further expedition sailed across the Aegean Sea the attack Athens. This ended in 
defeat for the Persians at the Battle of Marathon (490). !!
Darius died before he could organize a more determined effort, but his son, Xerxes, has set 
himself the task of completing what his father started.!!
2. Athens!
In Athens, the tyrants were (with Spartan help) driven from power in 510 BCE. Their tyranny was 
immediately replaced by a full-blown democracy. Athens is now ruled by all its male citizens 
meeting together in a large assembly, to make laws and select magistrates - most of whom are 
also ordinary citizens.!!
3. Persian imperial rule!
The empire is now ruled by Darius the Great. He has organized the empire along more stable lines 
by dividing its huge area into more manageable provinces (or satrapies, as they are called); and 
causing a comprehensive road system to be built. These allow royal couriers to carry official 
messages to reach distant places quickly, troops to hurry to any trouble spots, and frontier armies 
to be supplied properly. !!
On the whole, the Persians allow local rulers to continue in place, so long as they remain loyal 
and continue to contribute their share of tribute to the imperial government. The satraps see to it 
that these native rulers fulfil their obligations.!!
The Persian army and navy consists largely of units drawn from subject peoples, which are led by 
native officers. At the core of the army, however, are the elite troops known as the 10,000 
Immortals. These are recruited exclusively from amongst the Iranians. All senior generals are 
Persian or Mede aristocrats.!!
At the administrative capital of the empire, Susa, a large and complex bureaucracy, staffed by 
Babylonian scribes, handles the stream of correspondence and tribute which flows in from all 
corners of the empire.!!
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All these elements of empire are based to a large extent of models developed by earlier empires, 
especially the Assyrians and Babylonians, but applied on a larger scale by the Persians. 
However, one clear difference with the Persians is the respect they showed to local peoples and 
their ways. This is most famously seen in their allowing the Jewish exiles to return from Babylon 
to their homeland.!!
For more information on the Persian empire, for example their policy towards the Jews, see the 
unit Middle East II: Age of Empires.!!!
Suggested question!
If an alien with a penchant for gambling arrived on earth at this time and place, who would he put 
money on to win the wars just beginning - the Greeks or the Persians? And why?!!
Points to consider :!
• The Persian Empire is a huge, single, united state, while the Greeks are fragmented amongst 

hundreds of tiny - and quarrelsome - city-states. The Persians will therefore be able to put into 
the field a vastly larger army than the Greeks, and under unified command. !

• But most of the troops in the Persian army will be from subject peoples, not particularly 
committed to the Persians’ imperial ambitions!

• The Greeks are fighting on home ground, and for their own homes!
• The Persians face the challenge of supplying their army over a distance.!
• And what about those pesky hoplites (see above, map 585 BCE, note 4)?!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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450 BCE: The Wars between the Greeks and Persians have ended in a Greek victory, and 
have been followed by a golden age for Athens.!!
• The Persian king Xerxes led a second, much larger expedition to conquer the Greeks in 480. 

Within two years it had been repulsed (1).!!
• Athens and Sparta emerged from this phase of the Persian Wars as the leading Greek city 

states (2). !!
• The period following the wars was a golden age for Athens (3).!!
• Society and culture in the Persian empire follows lines long laid down by the ancient civilizations 

of the Middle East - but some new developments are becoming apparent (3).!!
Additional notes:!!
1. The Persian Wars!
The Persian king Xerxes led a second great expedition to conquer the Greeks in 480, much larger 
than the first. A joint military and naval force progressed around the north of the Aegean Sea, 
crossing from Asia Minor into Europe on a pontoon bridge, and then marched down into Greece. !!
Seeing the danger, the Greek city states patched up their interminable quarrels and formed an 
alliance against the Persians, under the joint leadership of Athens and Sparta. A tiny force of 
Spartans delayed the progress of the large Persian army at the pass of Thermopylae, sacrificing 
their lives almost to a man. Then the Athenian navy destroyed the Persian fleet at the Battle of 
Salamis. !!
The next year (479) this Persian force was decisively defeated at the Battle of Plataea. It then 
retired as best it could to Asia Minor.!!
For the Greeks, these victories let them keep their independence and saved their civilization for 
greater achievements ahead.!!
2. Athens and Sparta!
Athens and Sparta have emerged from this phase of the Persian Wars as the leading Greek city 
states. !!
Athens has formed a league of maritime city states, the Delian League, to take the war to the 
Persians. Over the next 30 years it will score some great successes, and liberate the Greek cities 
of western Asia Minor from Persian control. However by about 450 the war will have petered out.!!
The period between 480 and 430 is a Golden Age for Athens. It is the age of Pericles, an Athenian 
statesman who guides the city through these years. !!
Commercially, it is the wealthiest of all the Greek cities, and probably of the entire Mediterranean. 
Its finances are buoyed by tribute payments from its allies in the Delian League, much of which 
finds its way into Athenian civic coffers (originally the allies sent naval contingents to fight with the 
League, but increasingly the Athenians require them to send tribute instead). !!
Its economy is also aided by the silver from the mines of Laurium; by its large merchant marine; 
and by the fact that Athenian coins have come to be recognized and used throughout the eastern 
Mediterranean as the preferred medium of international exchange.!!
Culturally, Greek art is undergoing a transformation. Statues of human figures are becoming less 
formal and rigid, and more natural and elastic; in architecture it sees the construction of the 
peerless Parthenon. Artists from all over the Greek world converge on Athens and reach new 
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heights in sculpture (Myron, Phidias), architecture (Callicrates) and drama (Aeschylus, 
Sophocles, Euripides).!!
Sparta cannot match these achievements, but the Persian Wars have confirmed its position as the 
leader of the Peloponnesian League.!!
3. Society and culture in the Persian empire!
The peace which the Persian empire has given the Middle East, and the road system they 
maintain, has encouraged trade to flourish on a scale never before seen. !!
This in turn has further weakened local cultures, and encouraged the further spread of Aramaic as 
the lingua franca of the Middle East, along with its alphabet.!!
The Persians, along with their close relatives, the Medes, form a tiny ruling class in their huge 
empire; the vast majority of the population follow their own traditional ways. Nevertheless, under 
the Persians, Middle Eastern culture begins to develop in new directions.!!
The Persians have built many new cities, such as Persepolis. In building them, the Persians used 
materials, styles and techniques from across their empire, from Lydia, Egypt, India, central Asia, 
Greece, Iran and above all Mesopotamia. The same can be seen in their art. The reliefs on royal 
monuments show a predominantly Mesopotamian influence, from the tradition used in Assyria and 
Babylon; however Iranian and Greek motifs are also in evidence. This was perhaps the first 
deliberately multinational art in world history.!!
The Iranian homeland of the Persians (and Medes) was transformed at this time. New towns and 
cities sprouted up, fed by newly-developed irrigation systems. Some of this was made possible by 
a technical innovation, the qanat - an underground channel which transports water over long 
distances without it evaporating.!!!
Suggested questions:!
1. What are the causes of Athens’ Golden Age, do you think? Are there any signs that this Golden 
Age might not last?!!
Possible answers for part 1: The prestige it gained from success in the Persian Wars;  its 
leadership of the Delian League, and the tribute this brought it; any others?!!
For part 2: The fact that the Athenians increasingly demand tribute rather than ships - and that 
some of this tribute finds its way into beautifying Athens rather than supporting the war against 
Persia - may be a sign that relations between Athens and its allies are deteriorating. And this may 
cause problems.!!
3. Looking at notes for this and the previous map, what has changed for the Middle East under 
Persian imperial rule, and what has not changed?!!
This is a recap question, and the answers are in the notes. Briefly, they should include: for change 
- peace, respect for subject peoples, expansion of trade, weakening of local cultures, spread of 
Aramaic, and alphabet, a mix of influences on Persian culture, and their urbaization of the Iranian 
homeland.!!
For continuity - the Persians base much of their imperial techniques on Assyrian and babylonian 
models; and students who have covered the unit Middle East II, Age of Empires, will know that 
already under the Assyrians, imperial highways had been constructed, and Aramaic and the 
alphabet were spreading - this was a long-term process.!!!
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400 BCE: Athens defeated!!
• Growing tensions between Athens and Sparta led to the bitter Peloponnesian Wars between 

431 and 404. This ended in Spartan victory over Athens (1). !!
• Despite this, Greek art and thought continued to advance; this is the period when Greek 

philosophy is coming to its height (2).!!
Additional Notes:!!
1. Athens against Sparta!
Athens’ increasingly haughty treatment of its allies in the Delian League, treating them more like 
subjects than equals, aroused increasing resentment, and these fuelled the growing tensions 
between Athens and Sparta. !!
The result was the outbreak of the Peloponnesian Wars, which occurred between 431 and 404 
BCE. This dreadful conflict involved most of the city-states of Greece. Several of these were totally 
destroyed, their people sold into slavery. !!
The Athenians thought that they had a very strong position. They controlled the seas with their 
powerful navy and their subject allies of the Delian League, and on land, they were defended by 
the Long Walls which surrounded the city and lined its connecting route to the sea. However, an 
outbreak of plague - made much worse in a population confined within its walls - sapped their 
manpower, several key allies deserted them, and the Spartans, aided by other Greek states, built 
up their own navy. !!
The wars ended in a Spartan victory over Athens, making Sparta the leading power in Greece.!!
2. Greek philosophy at its height!
In the history of Greek philosophy, three philosophers outshine all the others. These are Socrates, 
Plato and Aristotle. !!
This period sees Socrates teaching and debating in Athens, whilst the Peloponnesian war drags 
on. He challenges the thinking of his contemporaries by posing penetrating questions, aiming to 
strip away the sloppiness and prejudices we tend to bring to our thinking. He develops the 
“Socratic method”, a way of searching for knowledge based on questions and discussion rather 
than on lectures and received teaching.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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338 BCE: A new power rising!!
• The Spartans’ high-handedness loses her her dominating position, and the city of Thebes is 

briefly the leading city state. Finally, however, the northern kingdom of Macedonia gains almost 
complete dominance (1).!!

• These years see Greek culture - especially Greek philosophy - reach its peak (2).!!
• Meanwhile, the Persian empire has remained powerful, and regains control of western Asia 

Minor, which it had lost to the Greeks during the Persian Wars (3). !!
Additional notes:!!
1. Macedonia!
Under its able king, Philip II (reigned 359-336 BCE), Macedonia has become a formidable state. 
Philip introduced an innovation in warfare, the Phalanx (a large number of heavy armed infantry 
soldiers, equipped with very long spears, fighting in one solid block).!!
Philip interfered increasingly in Greek affairs, until he defeated Thebes and Athens at the battle of 
Chaeronea (338). He established the League of Corinth, consisting of most of the Greek states 
(Sparta was the main exception), with himself at its head.!!
2. Greek thought!
The 4th century BCE saw Greek philosophy continued to develop. Socrates was executed (for 
questioning belief in the gods) in 399, but his mantle was inherited by his disciple, Plato. !!
Plato argued that the material world is not real, but an imperfect image of the ideal. He founded 
the Academy in Athens, the first known institute of higher education in the West.!!
Aristotle was a student of Plato's. He left behind a vast body of work. He developed a system of 
formal rules of logic; he set about systematizing knowledge; and he believed that God was the 
"first cause" of all things. !!
Aristotle briefly acted as tutor to the future king of Macedon, who would become known to history 
as Alexander the Great. After this, he founded the Lyceum, in Athens, to rival Plato’s Academy.!!
3. The Persian Empire!
Despite its defeat by the Greeks the Persian empire had, despite some rebellions and civil wars, 
remained powerful and largely intact. Indeed, the Greek city-states took to seeking the adjudication 
of the Persian King of Kings in helping them patch up their quarrels. The Persians had even 
regained control of western Asia Minor, which they had lost to the Greeks during the Persian Wars. !!
Egypt, on the other hand, had been in a state of rebellion against the Persians between 402 and 
343 BC. It was brought back under Persian control in that year. By then, though, the Persian 
empire had only a few short years left to it. !!
Suggested question!!
“The Persian empire had only a few short years left to it” (note 3) - why? Was it on its last legs?!!
Not according to the information in note 3. So the question is, why was it about to fall? One 
interpretation to consider must surely be that great individuals (such as the one about to stride onto 
the stage) DO make a difference. !!
Many modern historians (including the present writer) find this hard to accept; but maybe they’re 
wrong! !
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321 BCE: Alexander the Great!!
• Alexander inherited the Macedonian throne from his father in 336 BCE. !!
• He then proceeded on one of the most remarkable series of conquests in all world history, 

taking in the whole of the Persian empire and territories in western India (1).!!
Additional note:!!
1. Alexander conquests!
King Philip of Macedon was preparing to lead the forces of the League of Corinth against the 
Persian empire when he was assassinated (336). He was succeeded by his 20-year old son, 
Alexander, who immediately took up the challenge of the task set by his father.!!
Under him, the Greek/Macedonian army completed the conquest of the mighty Persian empire in 
the space of some ten years. Alexander’s brilliant generalship proved key to the success of the 
campaigns. He led his army on into India, but this was a step to far for his troops. They forced him 
to return back west. He made Babylon his capital, and in 323 suddenly died there at the age of 33. !!
Alexander secured his conquests by planting numerous Greek-style colonies across the Middle 
East, and in western India, settling them with Macedonian and Geek veterans.!!
After his death, his generals acknowledged his yet-to-be born son as his successor, but agreed to 
share out Alexander’s conquests between them. This was a situation which could not last. The 
child, Alexander IV, would spend his short life as a puppet of first one general, then another, until 
he was murdered.!!
Suggested question!
Why could the agreement between the generals not last?!!
Surely answer can be summed up in three word: greed and fear! Some of these generals were 
greedy for more power (and more territory) and the rest feared their ambitions. War between them 
was well-nigh inevitable.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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240 BCE: The Hellenistic world!!
• After Alexander the Great’s death, his vast empire soon began to break up as his generals fought 

with one another for territory. Three leading kingdoms emerged from this warfare: the Seleucid 
(Syria), the Ptolemaic (Egypt) and the Antigonid (Macedonia) (1).!!

• The many small city-states of Greece enjoyed only limited independence from now on (2).!!
• Despite these divisions, across all the vast areas of Alexander’s conquests a unified cultural 

sphere emerged, in which a hybridized Hellenistic culture emerged (3).!!
Additional notes:!!
1. The successor states!
The Seleucid kingdom, under the general Seleucus and his descendants, was by far the largest. 
It consisted of Syria, Mesopotamia, most of Iran and much of Asia Minor. !!
This had been the core area of the Persian empire, and the Seleucids took over the Persian 
machinery of imperial government. They had a splendid Persian-style royal court, unlike anything 
the Greeks had ever seen, and they ruled the provinces through satraps. !!
The Seleucid realm was a ramshackle affair, never really in tight control of its outlying areas. These 
soon started to break away, leading to the emergence of several new kingdoms in Asia Minor, 
northern Iran and north-west India (off the map).!!
The Ptolemaic kingdom, under the general, Ptolemy, and his descendants, consisted of Egypt 
and, for a time, Palestine (which it later lost to the Seleucids). !!
The Ptolemies largely took over the arrangements for running the country which had been in force 
under the Persians - and these in turn had taken over the more ancient Egyptian ways of 
governing the land of the Nile. Ptolemaic government and administration was therefore modelled 
on very ancient ways - indeed, the Ptolemaic monarchs presented themselves to the Egyptian 
people as traditional Pharaohs.!!
With the end of the old royal line of Macedonia, the kingdom was repeatedly fought over until it 
came under the control of the descendants of the general Antigonus. Although the smallest of the 
three kingdoms, as the homeland of the Macedonians it was the most prestigious (in Greek and 
Macedonian eyes, at least). Also, the kings of Macedonia usually had a strong influence over the 
city-states of Greece, at times dominating them.!!
2. The city-states of Greece!
These at first attempted to keep what independence they could by playing one powerful king off 
against another. They had only limited success. Eventually they started banding together into 
leagues for self-protection, the most famous of which were the Achaean League and the Aetolian 
League. This proved a more enduring strategy.!!
3. The Hellenistic world !
Alexander and his successors founded numerous Greek-style cities, many of which soon became 
thriving centres of an expanding commercial world. Some, such as Alexandria in Egypt and 
Antioch in Syria, grew to become amongst of the largest cities in Antiquity. International trade 
flourishes in the Hellenistic world. It is in this period that “Greek” seafarers (probably Greek-
speaking Egyptians) discover the Monsoon winds of the Indian Ocean, which will act as a 
powerful aid to maritime trade between India, Africa and the Middle East.!!
The many new cities also acted as centres of Greek culture, which over time influenced, and was 
itself influenced by, the ancient cultures of the Middle East. A hybrid civilization emerged which, 
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though predominantly Greek, was infused with Asian and Egyptian elements. Modern scholars call 
this version of Greek civilization Hellenistic.!!
Greek-style architecture, now patronized by powerful kings, appears on a much grander scale 
than before. In art, some of the best-known “Greek” works are produced in this period, such as the 
Venus de Milo and the Dying Gaul. In mathematics, Euclid has brought Greek achievement to a 
peak, and Archimedes is doing the same in science and engineering. And Greek philosophy 
continued to develop, with the influence of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle remaining strong but also 
with new schools of thought, such as the Stoics and Epicureans.!!
The Hellenistic kings built huge libraries, which doubled as research institutes. The most famous of 
these was the Library of Alexandria. Engineers, mathematicians and scientists grafted 
Mesopotamian and Egyptian learning onto Greek ideas to bring know-how to new levels. In 
religion, Greek and Middle Eastern ideas mingled as people right around the Hellenistic world took 
to worshipping gods and goddesses from Egypt (Isis) and Mesopotamia (Astarte).!!!
Suggested question:!
Modern scholars use the term “Hellenistic civilization" - to what extent do you think this is helpful?!!
Students should focus on the admixture of Greek and Asiatic/Egyptian elements as marking the 
distinction between this society and culture of Classical Greece and that of the new world created 
by Alexander’s conquests.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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100 BCE: The wars between the Hellenistic states prevented them from mounting a united 
defence against rising powers from east and west.!!
• In the east, the Parthians have formed a powerful and expanding kingdom, taking territory from 

the Seleucids (1).!!
• In the west a new power is rising: Rome. Romans have annexed Macedonia, Greece and 

western Asia Minor (2).!!
Additional notes:!!
1. The Parthian Empire!
The Parthians were an Iranian people related to the Persians, who had originally broken away 
from the Seleucid empire in the 240s. The Seleucids, whose focus was more on their rivalry with 
the other Hellenistic powers to the west than with controlling their eastern domains, tried only half-
heartedly to bring the Parthians to heal. !!
When Parthian power grew, the Seleucids’ efforts to reassert control ended in failure. The 
Parthians, whose forebears had recently been nomads on the steppes of central Asia, had a 
superb cavalry, which destroyed the armies sent against it. !!
By the late 2nd century BCE the Parthians had taken over the rich provinces of Iran and 
Mesopotamia from the Seleucids.!!
2. The Roman Republic!
By the mid-second century BCE, the Roman Republic had won control of all of Italy and over the 
lands of the western Mediterranean (Spain, southern Gaul and North Africa). It had huge reserves 
of military manpower at its command, and a highly disciplined army. !!
Benefitting from the rivalries between the Hellenistic states, sometimes in alliance with one, then 
with another, the Romans annexed the kingdom of Macedonia and the city-states of Greece. 
Then, in 133, the king of Pergamum, a state which had been founded about a 100 years before 
and taken over much of western Asia Minor, bequeathed his kingdom to the Romans, to prevent an 
inevitable civil war which would have followed his death without a clear successor. !!!
Suggested reinforcement question:!
What were the factors which led to the fall of the Hellenistic states?!!
The list should include: !
• pursuing rivalry with each other rather than focussing on external threats (Parthians, Romans)!
• military superiority of Roman and Parthian armies (Romans: reserves of manpower and good 

discipline; Parthians: superb cavalry)!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
�18



100 CE: The end of the Hellenistic states!!
• Parthians continued their advance from east, and the Romans from the west. The last 

Hellenistic kingdom was snuffed out in 30 BCE (1).!!
• Despite the disappearance of the Hellenistic states, Hellenistic civilization continued to flourish 

under both the Parthian and Roman empires (2).!!
• Eventually, Iranian and Hellenistic elements mingled to create the rich cultural fusion that was 

medieval Persian civilization (3).!!
Additional notes:!!
1. The end of the Hellenistic kingdoms!
The kingdom of the Seleucids was increasingly squeezed between Rome and Parthia, until its 
core area of Syria was annexed by the Romans in 60 BCE. !!
The Ptolemies of Egypt continued on until 30 BCE. At that date, the last of them, the famous 
queen Cleopatra, poisoned herself after being defeated along with her lover, Marc Antony, at the 
battle of Actium. The victor, Octavian, annexed Egypt to the Roman empire.!!
2. The survival of Hellenistic civilization!
Greek-style cities continued to exist in both the Roman and Parthian empires. Greek remained the 
language of everyday life for the urban elites in both regions, and Hellenistic culture continued to 
develop: the famous doctor Galen and scientist Ptolemy made major advances in their fields under 
the Roman emperors. !!
Leading Romans were steeped in, and actively patronized, Hellenistic culture. A similar situation 
existed in the Parthian Empire. Parthian kings represented themselves as philhellenes, champions 
of Greek civilization. The Hellenistic cities prospered under their rule, and enjoyed a large degree 
of autonomy.!!
3. The end of Hellenistic civilization!
Only gradually would Hellenistic culture begin to fade. In the Parthian Empire, and then even more 
in the Sasanian Empire which followed it (from 220 AD), there would be an Iranian revival which 
saw Greek-style elements mingling with more ancient Asiatic elements. This would give rise to the 
rich fusion represented by mature Persian civilization. !!
In the Late Roman Empire, meanwhile, an expanding and more intrusive bureaucracy 
developed. This undermined the autonomy of the cities - a fundamental departure from Greek 
tradition, in which, even in the Hellenistic kingdoms, and indeed under the early Roman empire, 
cities ran their own affairs. At the same time the spread of Christianity, and especially its adoption 
as the state religion, transformed the thought-world of the Roman Empire. Although the later 
Roman Empire cherished and preserved much Greek learning, in reality its culture evolved into 
something different. Modern scholars give this the label Byzantine civilization.!!!
Suggested question:!
Why do you think Greek-style culture endured so long under alien rule?!!
No correct answer, but it must surely have been to do with the sheer attractiveness of Greek-style 
culture, and the admiration in which it was held by both Roman and Parthians. They had nothing to 
rival the art, architecture and literature of the Greeks.!!!!
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Quiz:!!
The answers are given in Italics.!!
1. Merchants of which people brought the alphabet to the Greeks? (The Phoenicians)!!
2. Which kingdom was the first to use metal coinage? (Lydia, in Asia Minor)!!
3. Which were the two outstanding city-states of Classical Greece? (Athens and Sparta)!!
4. From which Indo-European people did the Medes and the Persians come? (The Iranians)!!
5. Who founded the Persian empire? (Cyrus the Great)!!
6. Why is the Persian empire also called the Achaemenid empire? (That was the name of the 

Persian royal family)!!
7. What religion did the Persians follow? (Zoroastrianism)!!
8. Which state led the Delian League? (Athens)!!
9. Name one of the three best-known philosophers in ancient Greece. (Socrates, Plato, or 

Aristotle)!!
10. Which state won the Peloponnesian War? (Sparta)!!
11. Of which kingdom did Alexander succeed his father as king? (Macedonia)!!
12. Where is the city of Alexandria located? (Egypt, on its north - Mediterranean - coast)!!
13. Name one the three main kingdoms into which Alexander’s conquests were divided. (The 

Seleucid, in Syria; the Ptolemaic, in Egypt; or the Antigonid, in Macedonia)!!
14. Name one of two states which conquered the Hellenistic kingdoms (The Parthian or Roman)!!
15. Name one of the civilizations which came after the Hellenistic culture and incorporated many of 

its elements (The Byzantine or Persian)!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Section 2: Student-based enquiry work!!
Some (though not all) of the questions in the Presentation notes will work just as well if used as a 
reinforcement exercise at the end of the Presentation, or as student-based tasks. The two tasks 
below are more substantial.!!
The students can tackle the tasks either as individuals or in small groups. They will obviously need 
to have access to this Premium TimeMap unit.!!
They can present their answers in essay form or as presentations.!!
The questions are designed to stimulate enquiry, thought and discussion. We have offered 
suggested points that students might cover in their answers. These are given in italics just below 
the questions.!!
For teachers of AP World History, between them these questions address two of the five thinking 
skills and three of the four themes.!!!
Task 1!!
A. Divide the history of i. the Middle East, and ii. the Greek world, into two, three or four periods. 
Each should have one or more key distinctive characteristics compared to the others. Don’t worry 
about the last phase, of the decline and fall of the Hellenistic world.!!
B. Identify the turning points which lead from one period to another.!!
C. Think of appropriate labels for these period - e.g, the first period in Greek history might be called 
Early, or Archaic, or Pre-Classical (historians use all these terms).!!
D. Describe what the distinctive characteristics of the different periods were, starting with the 
second compared with the first.!!
E. Give reasons why the episodes you have identified as key turning points are turning points: in 
what ways did they created the conditions for a new period?!
What caused them?!!
F. What continued on from the previous period to the new period? Include in this trends which had  
begun on the old period (or before) and continued on into a new period.!!
AP World History coverage:!
Thinking skills!
2. Chronological reasoning: Periodization; Patterns of continuity and change; comparison and 
contextualization (the Middle Eastern periodization different and similar)!
3. Comparison and contextualization!!
Themes!
Theme 2: Development and Interaction of Cultures!
• Science and technology!
• The arts and architecture!
Theme 3: State-Building, Expansion, and Conflict!
• Political structures and forms of governance!
• Empires!
• Revolts and revolutions!!
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Suggested answers:!
A: Periodization:!
i. Middle East: Babylonian Empire; Persian Empire; Hellenistic world!!
ii. Greece: Early; Classical; Hellenistic (or Post-Classical)!!
B: Turning points!
i. Middle East: Cyrus’ conquests; Alexander’s conquests!!
ii. Greece: The Persian Wars; Alexander’s conquests!!
C. Labels: students decide for themselves, but the labels should be relevant!!
D: Characteristics of different periods compared with the previous ones:!
i. Persian to Pre-Persian: different rulers (Persians not Assyrian and Babylonians - who were both 
Mesopotamians); milder form of rule; a more enduring peace; more trade.!
Post-Persian to Persian: new rulers - Macedonian/Greek; many Greek colonies; even more trade; 
Greek culture now very influential!!
ii. Classical Greece v Pre-Classical: Athens and Sparta; Athenian Golden Age; new art; philosophy: 
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle.!
Post-Classical v Classical: geographically of much greater extent; large kingdoms, city-states now 
in secondary position; mixed cultural elements.!!
E: Turning points - why?!
i. Middle East: Cyrus’ conquests replaced one set of rulers (the Babylonians) for another (the 
Persians); and set the example for expansionist policies and the milder rule which the Persians 
imposed on the region.!
Alexander’s conquests also replaced one set of rulers (the Persians) for another (the Macedonian/
Greeks), and paved the way for a huge dose of Greek influence to come into the region.!!
ii. Greeks: The Persian wars increased the Greeks’ morale (not to say sense of superiority), and 
brought Athens and Sparta to the fore; Alexander’s conquests set the stage for a vast expansion of 
Greek culture across the Middle East, and for its subtle transformation into Hellenistic culture.!!
Causes: all the turning points seem to have been caused by the personal ambition of kings. But is 
this a sufficient cause for such significant historical events? No correct answers here, but students 
could think about the need for self-defence, a sense of military superiority, a desire for leaders to 
satisfy the ambitions (for land, or power, or glory,) of their followers and subjects, and thus secure 
their own positions, and so on.!!
G. Continuity!
i. Classical v Pre-Classical Greece: main features of Greek civ: city-states, class-based societies 
etc; Athens and Sparta; long standing trends in art and philosophy; !
Post-Class v Classical Greece: new colonies based on Greek city-states; trends in Greek art and 
philosophy continued!!
ii. Persian to Pre-Persian: used same imperial structures and techniques, and often same personal 
(Babylonian scribes); Hellenistic to persian: used same imperial structures and techniques, and 
often same personal.!!!
Task 2.!
How did the environment and geographical position of the Greek homeland shape Greek society 
and civilization?!!
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Coverage in AP World History:!
Thinking Skills!
2. Chronological reasoning: Historical Causation!
3. Comparison and contextualization: contextualization!!
Theme 1: Interaction Between Humans and the Environment!
• Demography!
• Migration!
•  Patterns of settlement!
• Technology!
Theme 2: Development and Interaction of Cultures!
• Science and technology!
• The arts and architecture!
Theme 4: Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems!
• Agricultural and pastoral production!
• Trade and commerce!!
Answers could include: !
Their mountainous environment made them a nation fragmented into a multitude of small states; 
the poor soil turned them into a seafaring nation.!!
Poor agricultural prospects and a penchant for seafaring also led the Greeks to found numerous 
overseas colonies, and this greatly strengthened their dominance of Mediterranean trade routes, 
thus increasing their wealth.!!
Their geographical position placed them near the great centres of ancient civilization in the Middle 
East, as well as being almost surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea.!!
Taken together, these factors put them into touch with enriching external influences. In their early 
days the Phoenicians acted as a conduit of ancient Middle Eastern civilization to the Greeks, for 
example bringing alphabetic writing; and when the Greeks’ themselves took to maritime trade in a 
big way, contact with the Middle East was strengthened. !!
This led to exposure to such technical innovations as metal coinage (Lydia) and brilliant 
intellectual, artistic and architectural influences (Egypt, Mesopotamia).!!!!!!!!!

�23


